[Variability of the pathogenicity traits of populations of staphylococci in a surgical hospital].
The results of the study of heterogeneity of staphylococcal populations at a surgical ward are presented. The study deals with qualitative and quantitative characteristics of three groups of pathogenicity factors: protease (the penetration factor), protein A (the function of protection from phagocytosis) and alpha-hemolysin (the toxic function). The study shows that the greatest number of S. aureus strains with a high content of protein A has been isolated from patients with postoperative and wound infections. On the basis of the data obtained in this study the groups of strains have been defined in accordance with the association of the signs of pathogenicity. These groups reflect pronounced heterogeneity of staphylococcal strains at a surgical ward.